----------------------------------------------------------------- INTRODUCTION

At the age of twenty-four, he became deeply interested in politics
and was admitted into the Society of the Carbonari, which aimed at
the overthrow of both royal and priestly absolutism. The Society
worked, as already mentioned, for the revolutionary Rights of Man
and initiated insurrections among the army and working classes.
Mazzini was arrested on the charge of conspiracy and confined to the
fortress of Savona for six months. The Governor of Genoa complained
to Mazzini's father saying that Mazzini ' was a young man of talent,
very fond of solitary walks at night, and habitually silent as to the
subject of his meditations, and that the Government was not fond of
young men of talent, the subject of whose musings was unknown to it.*
Although the court acquitted him, the authorities gave him the choice
between internment in a small town or exile. Mazzini thought he
would serve the cause of Italy best as an exile, and left his home in
1831.

In that year the Carbonari instigated a revolutionary rising in the
hope of receiving substantial support from France. But the insurrec-
tion, conceived in haste and organized in confusion, failed to win the
masses. From his exile, Mazzini watched the disastrous consequences
of this ephemeral insurrection and realized the necessity of a new
organization, composed of men who had the capacity to inspire ' those
artisans of revolutionary movement, the people and the youth.'
Confirmed in his faith in the youth, he addressed his countrymen as
follows :

' Place the young at the head of the insurgent masses ; you do not
know what strength is latent in those young b ands, what magic influence
the voice of the young have on the crowd ; you will find in them a
host of apostles for the new religion. But youth lives on movement,
grows great in enthusiasm and faith. Consecrate them with a lofty
mission, inflame them with emulation and praise, spread through their
ranks the word of fire, the word of inspiration; speak to them of
country, of glory, of power, of great memories.*

Mazzini himself took the initiative and established an Association,
La Giovana Italia, in Marseilles with a few patriots recruited from the
refugees who had escaped from Italy. He declared that this Associa-
tion was no mere political party but it represented * a creed and
apostolate,' and that its aim was to formulate and preach 'the
gospel of the new age, the gospel of humanity.' Upon the principles
of political, social, economic and religious reforms, implicit in the
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